
Flash .flood
Hurried Housemus  get demos right

ff’~ho House of Itepresenta~ive~ ha~ set in In e~enc~ Doolitt~e seeks funds to establish
~motion a fast and furious prt~ess for a series of new pumps to extract tens of thou-

.~. decidin~ on 100 flood-control proje~f~ sands ot~acre-feet ofwater from the Americe~
thmughou~ the nation -- and the water suppIyand Sacramento river~ ~ a ~ubsti~ute
dreams o~a ~inglo member, Rocldin’s Rep. Johndelivering water from anAuburn dam, a pet
Doolittle. With no public testimony and with DoolRtIe project thah Congress repeatedly
onl~ a day’ to review the prop~ed legislation rejected. Such pumps, if’sized and located cot-
passed ~rough its subcommittee, the House. rectly after a long, careful, consensus-based

decision, making process; c.ould prow helpful to’I?ansl~rtation and Inrra~Lructure Committee    the region. But approving oversized pumps in
latday must carefully navigate through ~ome

Ibglalation rammed O~ro.ugh Congress, on th~confusing water~ igit is to advanc~ a solid bill
other hand, would destabilize the. region.

for the full House to consider ~s soon as n~xt ~[ml~acta may reach f~r downstream in the San
doaquin Valley if Doolittle’s big pumps entice

~ae whirlwind pac~ el’the bill is a welcome .. upstream coun.ties to claim rights to wafer that
effo~t to break a political gridlock ~urrounding now goes to valley farm~ ¯
Sacramento, where Doolittle for months has . .
fought local efforts to double the flood protec- rr~ha question~ about these pump projecfa
tion of America’s most threatened big-river .[are as legitimate as they are complex and
city. The haste; however, raises the worrisoms should be of particular concern to Central
possibility of serious, mistake. Vall~y R~publicans such as P~ps. George

Radanovich and Bill Thomas. The Iiouse corn-
That scsnari,o see’ms all too reM based on a mitres should realiz~ that in California consen-

highly partmma subcommittee meeting sus,base~ advances in water policy happen in
Wednesday. Th~ subcommittee, on an encour- the light of day, not in tho dark ofths
aging note; paas~,l a r~asonablo flood-control Washington night, and that successful eompro-
padkag~ for Sacramento. Ofgrowing concern, raises come at a painfully slow pac~, Hone of
how’ever, was the way Democrats. and these water questions should prevent flood
Republicans disagr~d an to whether . projects for Sacramento and other at-risk com-
Doolittle’a water supply projects attached to infinities from advarming, Tho process is at a
the bi]l would affect water rights th~t~hout crillcal stage today. Let’s hope our leaders
Horthern California. respond accordingly.
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